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Welcome to the second edition  of our newsletter:  STL Equity

Matters (Click here to read volume 1)

How it works: We are here to shine a light on how race is lived in our

region. We look back, we look ahead, and we are very much in the now.

Who is behind this: This newsletter is brought to you by Before

Ferguson Beyond Ferguson, a non-profit racial equity storytelling project.

Name Checks, Kudos and Callouts in this edition:

Name Checks: Kayla Johnson, Hazelwood Central

student; Leyla Fern King, reporter; Kim Daniel, 63106

resident, Ebony Smith-Thomas, heart patient and 63106

resident, Misha Marshall, med tech and 63106 resident, St.

Louis American, St. Louis Business Journal, and the St.

Louis Post-Dispatch.

Kudos: Kiara Fite, Erin McFarland and Tami Timmer,

Flance Early Learning Center; Maxine Clark of Delmar DivINe,

and Jason Q. Purnell of BJC HealthCare.

Call Outs: Kim Gardner, St. Louis Circuit Attorney, as

portrayed in the Post-Dispatch. Saint Louis University, as

portrayed in the Riverfront Times.

Let’s dive in.

1. Lead Poisoning, a Heart Transplant
and a lot of Questions

What’s happening: Ebony Smith-Thomas suffered from lead

poisoning as a toddler. Despite dire predictions, she thrived as an

adolescent and young adult. Now 38, she has a tenuous hold on life.

Why it matters: Ebony wonders whether there is a connection between

her current struggles and the lead poisoning she contracted while living

with her mom in student housing on the campus of Saint Louis

University.

Context: Physicians and public health specialists at SLU have long been

at the forefront in addressing lead poisoning in St. Louis. But so far

campus leaders have declined to address Smith-Thomas’s questions nor

have they tried to learn whether other children were affected at a building

the university no longer owns.

Go deeper: Read Smith-Thomas’s story in the Riverfront Times. 

Other stories from our 63106 Project:

Leyla Fern King writes in the Jewish Light about Misha Marshall,

a med tech, who found a homicide victim just a few feet from her

home. “How do we create some kind of peace,” she asks.  The

story also appeared in the St. Louis American.

For more than a decade, Kim Daniel had been trying to find a

way out of her crime-ridden Preservation Square neighborhood.

On a summer day, not long after a 15-year-old youth that she

knew was murdered in drive-by shooting, hope arrived in the

form of an e-mail. Read the story at St. Louis Public Radio.

2. ‘I found myself scared…’

Kayla Johnson, 15, is a freshman at Hazelwood Central High School, one of many
dealing with the threat of COVID-19.

By Erika Whitfield

What’s happening: Students across the St. Louis region are well into

the first quarter of  this 2021-2022 pandemic school year.  They are

experiencing so many emotions and thoughts.

What they're saying: STL Equity Matters will keep tabs on students as

the year unfolds. Here is an initial response from Kayla Johnson, 15, a

freshman at Hazelwood Central High School.

Kayla says: “After my school announced that classes would be held in

person, I found myself scared . Would it put me at risk of getting COVID

and thus put my parents in danger? I felt a little better once I got

vaccinated. Everyone wears their mask without a problem.That makes

me feel better.”

More from Kayla…

3. Ask Syl: Our Advice Column

What’s Happening: Sylvester Brown, intrepid columnist, author and

social justice warrior, offers guidance to those of us trying to navigate in a

region fraught with racial tension. Send your questions to Sylvester at

sylvesterbj@gmail.com and we promise a thoughtful response that will be

shared with the community.

Bonus: If your question is chosen you’ll receive a $25 gift card to

Northwest Coffee. 

Question: “How can a well-intentioned white ally help other white

people who might be friends or colleagues to think more about racism if

they are resistant?”

Syl asks: Is it because they have been conditioned to accept or tolerate

racism? If this is the case, you may not want to waste your time or energy

on a racially toxic person. 

A Well Intentioned Ally?: It may be worth your and his or her time to

invest in a bit of strategic cultural enlightenment.  Don’t be heavy-

handed. Consider inviting your friend over to watch an informative movie

or documentary like James Ballwin’s “I am Not Your Negro,” Spike Lee’s

“Do the Right Thing” or screenwriter, Lena Waithe’s “Queen & Slim.”

Be you: Be kind. Be empathetic. Be a participant in the discovery

process-not the antagonist,

Syl Reflects at Northwest: Watch this 2 minute video.

Go deeper: For more on this question and useful links to resources … 

In the next newsletter: What’s up with Mayor Tishaura Jones and the

St. Louis Post-Dispatch?

 

4. Diversity’s Day in the Sun (and in
the Media)

Driving the News: You may have noticed that one-by-one St. Louis

companies and organizations are hiring diversity, equity and inclusion

officers. Who are they? Are they effective?

What’s New: Two St. Louis publications with different audiences have

stepped up to both highlight and honor DEI stalwarts. Here’s your

chance to get a broad look at the people driving racial equity in our

region.

The St. Louis American’s special section. Note: Click on the

arrows on the right of each page to scroll through the section.

The St. Louis Business Journal’s Champions for Diversity &

Inclusion Awards.  Judges for the awards were Lori Becker,

COO for the Starkloff Disability Institute, Jason Frazier,

president and CEO of MindsEye, and Steve Lewis, vice

president, Associated General Contractors of St. Louis, 

5. Kim Gardner’s Troubled Tenure

(Screen capture of Post-Dispatch front page Sept. 26, 2021)

What’s new: Voters last year gave St. Louis Circuit Kim Gardner a

second term to realize her  promise to reinvent criminal justice for the

city. This deeply reported story from St. Louis Post-Dispatch reporters

Janelle O’Dea and Joel Currier suggests she is failing.

Why it matters: As the Currier and O’Dea put it “a decimated team of

prosecutors is desperately understaffed and, some say, drowning in

dysfunction.”

By the numbers: “Gardner now employs just over 30 attorneys with

150 years of combined tenure in the office,” O’Dea and Currier report.

“Five years ago, more than 60 prosecutors had worked for the circuit

attorney for a cumulative 500 years.”

6. Flance Center wins Green Ribbon

The U.S. Department of Education recognized the Flance Early Learning Center with a
Green Ribbon designation.

What’s New: The Flance Early Learning Center earned a prestigious

Green Ribbon award from the U.S. Department of Education.

Why it matters: The center thrives in one of the city’s most problematic

neighborhoods. A study has shown residents have the lowest life

expectancy in our region. Flance works at making the neighborhood a

better place to grow up.

Read the Department of Education’s glowing report. 

Watch as administrators Kiara Fite, Erin McFarland and Tami

Timmer discuss Flance’s mission.

So much winning:

Jason Q. Purnell , BJC HealthCare vice president for community

health care improvement, named a national diversity leader. 

Maxine Clark, founder of Delmar DivINe, honored by the St.

Louis County NAACP.

Contributors to this newsletter. Sylvester Brown (top left) columnist, Erika Whitfield, (top
right) editor-in-chief, Leyla Fern King, reporter, and Dick Weiss, operations. Click on a
name to get a bio.

Please share: We hope you like this newsletter and will share it with

your friends. Send them this form.

Your feedback: Please complete this short survey. It will take just a

couple of  minutes, promise. 

Feedback

Anonymously tell us what you thought of this newsletter. Your responses
will help us create better content for you!

Was this edition useful?

Like this email style and format?
It's called Smart Brevity®. Hundreds of orgs use it — in a tool
called Axios HQ— to drive productivity with clearer workplace
communications.
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