
Welcome to the ninth edition of our newsletter:  STL Equity

Matters 

How it works: We shine a light on how race is lived in our region.

Who is behind this: This newsletter is brought to you by Before

Ferguson Beyond Ferguson, a non-profit racial equity storytelling project.

In this edition:

St. Louisans gather downtown to memorialize a lynching.

Lea-Rachel Kosnik, a professor at the University of Missouri-St.

Louis, shares Chapter 3 about the challenges a white mother faces in

adopting a Black child in a novel we are serializing at Before

Ferguson Beyond Ferguson.

More Black women will die if the Supreme Court overturns Roe v.

Wade, say pro-choice advocates.

Three African-American cousins graduate with social work degrees.

They aim to erase the stigma attached to mental illness.

Let’s dive in.

1. Remembering Our History of Racial
Violence

Jamala Rogers, co-founder of the Organization for Black Struggle, speaks at a ceremony
downtown that commemorated the lynching of Francis McIntosh in 1836. Eighteen years
later, Dred Scott unsuccessfully sought freedom before a federal court at the Old
Courthouse, which is visible in the background in this photo. Photo by Philip Deitch.

What’s happening: The Reparative Justice Coalition of St. Louis held a

ceremony remembering the lynching of Francis I. McIntosh. Though it is

little known, the lynching was among the most vicious events ever to

occur in our region.

The incident: As summarized by Bryce Gray in the Post-Dispatch:

McIntosh, a free Black man who worked on a steamboat, was involved in

an altercation with two St. Louis police officers that left one of them

fatally wounded. Shortly thereafter, a mob of angry white residents took

McIntosh from his jail cell and tied him to a large tree, piled wood around

him and set it on fire, burning him alive. Nobody was held accountable

for McIntosh’s death.

Why the event matters:  “This is healthy for both Black and white

communities to understand real history,” longtime activist Percy Green

told the Post-Dispatch. “We have to deal with the facts of the matter, as

opposed to misinformation,”

Go deeper:

Read Bryce Gray’s story in the St. Louis Post-Dispatch.

Learn more about the Reparative Justice Coalition’s efforts to

increase understanding of racial violence which continues to

reverberate in St. Louis today.

2. White Parents Adopt Black Child: The Plot
Thickens

What’s new: Lea-Rachel Kosnik shares Chapter 3 in a semi-

autobiographical novel we are serializing at Before Ferguson Beyond

Ferguson. The story is about white parents who have adopted a Black

child.

The novel so far: Miles, 16 years old, has missed curfew. His mother,

Rachel, figures he’ll be home soon. Just every so often, Miles shows up a

bit late.

But in Chapter 3: It’s not until 2 a.m. that Rachel gets the proverbial

“one phone call” from a lockup. “Mom, it’s me. I’m-, I’m at the police

station…” Whatever Miles is accused of, Rachel tells herself, it can’t

possibly be true.

 Go deeper: Reading time for each chapter is less than five minutes.

Find all three chapters here. Note: You can download and print the

chapters as a PDF.

Learn more about Cook, Bartholomew…

3. More Black Women Could Die If Roe v.
Wade Is Overturned

What’s new: Abortion rights activists say a decision to overturn Roe v.

Wade could be deadly for Black women in Missouri, Andrea Y.

Henderson reports for St. Louis Public Radio.

If Roe is overturned: A law signed by Missouri Republican Gov. Mike

Parson in 2019 will immediately ban abortions after eight weeks of

pregnancy.

Key statistic:  Black women are more than three times as likely to die

while giving birth as white women, according to the Centers for Disease

Control and Prevention. So Black women without access to abortion

services and forced to carry pregnancies to term face a higher risk.

Difficult circumstances: “Women are going to have to make decisions

about where to go (to terminate their pregnancies), how to get there and

what to do,” Dr. Jade James, an obstetrician and gynecologist for SSM

Health, told Henderson. “In terms of seeking quality abortion care, some

women … are going to receive what we consider substandard care.” 

Go deeper: Read Andrea Y. Henderson’s story at St. Louis Public Radio.

4. Cousins Aim To Be Game Changers for
Mental Health

Cousins (left to right) Marcellous Pollards, Eric Banks and Jarelle Shipp graduated this
month with Master of Social Work degrees at Southern Illinois University.(Photo by
Russell Bailey)

What’s new: Three African-American cousins earn a Master of Social

work at Southern Illinois University Carbondale with a goal of erasing the

stigma attached to mental illness.

Why it matters: Nine out of 10 new social workers are women, and just

over 22 percent are Black, according to a 2020 report. That means just a

very small percentage are Black men.

Making a difference: Chicago metropolitan area cousins Eric Banks,

Marcellous Pollards and Jarelle “Relle” Shipp got their degrees last

weekend. “I want to let people know it’s all right to get the mental health

help they need,” Shipp told Christi Mathis with the Southern Illinois

University News. “A lot of times people think it’s not cool ask for help,

especially in some communities, like where we come from. But everybody

needs help sometimes.”

Go Deeper: Read Christi Mathis’ story at the Southern Illinois

University News.

Please donate: This newsletter and our journalism supporting racial

equity depends on support from readers like you. Click here to donate.

Please share: Forward this newsletter to your friends. Send them to our

website beforefergusonbeyondferguson.org to become a subscriber.
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Feedback

Anonymously tell us what you thought of this newsletter. Your responses
will help us create better content for you!

Was this edition useful?

Like this email style and format? It's called Smart Brevity®. Over 200 orgs use it
— in a tool called Axios HQ — to drive productivity with clearer workplace

communications.
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